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Showroon> Frest

Sometime ago, I was under my car working on the bottom end, with both hands supporting
something, probably the oil pump, when a wily drop of oil came out of the bomb bay and scored
a direct hit in my left nostril. I know we have all had fun like that when there 1s no one
to call and you can't let go of what you're holding onto. I lay there wondering whether it
would be better to snort and risk bespattering my tidy undercarriage or to let Valvoline's
finest continue 1ts course and find its way into my crankcase, Naw, probably have the runs
for uweeks, Anyway, while recovering from Coventry's neat little trick, I let myself be

phantisliesed on what it would be like to have an Elite 'showroom fresh'.

The accompanying picture is given to show that in fact our cars were once SRF., !'Course,
Uncle Bill and I know where there is an SE with 6,000 miles showing and still has the deal-
ers mats on the carpets. But, back to the picture. It was taken at the Pan Pacific Audi-
torium at the Los Angeles Auto Show in '61 or '62, It was a Western Distributors' exhibit
between the demise of Jay Chamberlain and the beginning of Bob Challman. Incidentally,
there are some interesting things about the car on the platform, I mean besides having
chrome wire wheels (probably done up for the Show anyway). It is LHD but it has Series I
rear hub carriers. You may not be able to see 1t, but it appears to have a wishbone at the
rear, Michael Ford has such a transitional rear suspension but I can't recall if his Elite
1s right or left hand drive., Well, I better get back to the garage area. 1 seem to remem-

ber a mess left out there,
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