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to motoring quickly on my favorite roads so reckoned circult driving would hold no great
surprise. It did. Coming around the same corners I felt my brake pedal change position as
if I'd suddenly gotten alir in the system and the car understeered so wildly that I could
not apply any throttle until well into the exit. And so on until I finished the day feeling

like the day I bought the car and pondered all that must be done to make 1t to my liking.

Happily all has been sorted and everything works together 1like I knew it should, the point
being that never on the streets had I felt the defects 1like I did on the race track. I
must add that the understeer was simply tire pressure differential front to rear and by
running five pounds less in the rear my Elite handles dead neutral (w/Pirelli Centuratos).
Brake problems were solved by rebuilding and metal reinforcing the pedal attachment box

and Aerowuilping the flex lines.

Anyway, there is nothing I have done with my car that I have enjoyed as much as racing 1it.
Truly, ther is the element of risk to both flesh and fiberglass but if I have one life to
live, let me live it as a blond. When you motor consistantly at the limits of your own
skill, which happily in my case is well below the limits of the Elite, you find your

driving that much more exciting and satisfying. This constitutes the best reason 1 can give

you for an answer to - 'WHY TO RACE!',




WANTED — Stage |1l Climax Engine - prefer 1100 cc but will consider 750 or 1220. Dean
Price, 494 Ellis Street, Pasadena, California 91105 (213) 449-2437.

WANTED — 8 x 10 black and white glossies of Series | suspension, front and rear, shot
through the wheel well. Please, only clean and detailed assemblies, as these pictures will
be for ‘THE BOOK'. All photos will be credited so be sure to include your name, chassis
number etc. Dennis Ortenburger.

WANTED FOR QUESTIONING — Ecurie Purp needs info about Lotus Eleven, chassis no.
256. Climax has been replaced with a 1300 twin-cam Alfa. Also need a Le Mans head fairing
and single seat wrap-around windscreen for same. Ecurie Purp, 1524 W. 12th Street, Los
Angeles, California 90015 (213) 386-8060.

FOR SALE — Elite side window molding in neoprene. $25 by mail or $22.50 if you pick up.
Also have one Elite bonnet with NACA duct for sale outright or exchange. The bonnet is in
super condition - no stress cracks, delamination or other flaws. Primed and ready to paint.
Stiffly priced, but if you have something to swap, I'm putty in your hands. Dennis Orten-
burger, 5207 San Feliciano Drive, Woodland Hills, California 91364 (213) 887-6230.

FOR SALE — 1961 Elite with 1500 cc Ford Engine. Dual Webers. LHD. Red/Black. Complete
bumpers. Car being sold by Frank Monise. (213) 795-8741. Phone good only weekdays dur-
ing business hours.

FOR SALE — ZF to Climax Bellhousing with arm and bearing. Offers around $300.00.
Michael Ford, 2395 Melville Drive, San Marino, California 91108 (213) 287-5705.

FOR SALE — 24 sets stainless steel headers for Elite, or other Climax engined cars with
possible minor modifications. First come, first served at $125.00 F.0.B. Pasadena. Send
cashier's check or money order to Dean Price, 494 Ellis Street, Pasadena, California 91105.
California buyers please include 6% sales tax.

FOR SALE or TRADE — Five 16" 48 spoke original wheels for early Elite. Spokes need
tightening and a few are missing. A bit of rust, but can be cleaned and painted. Wheels are
mounted with ‘tired’ Michelins. Make offer. Ecurie Purp, 1524 W. 12th Street, Los Angeles,
California 90015 (213) 386-8060.

NOTICE — With sufficient response, | will undertake the production of Elite quarter window
rubber in smog and ozone resistant Polypropeleyne. Because of considerable tooling costs,
the price will be somewhere around $40 per pair based on 4 dozen pairs. If interested, please
write and provide some encouragement. Dean Price, 494 Ellis Street, Pasadena, California
91105.

FOR SALE— Club Elite 2% " 5-color, silk screened, pressure sensitive emblems. Price includes
one for inside use (i.e. windows) and one for outside use. Send $2.00 and a stamped, self-
addressed envelope to Joe Dykzeul, 1524 W. 12th Street, Los Angeles, CA 90015.
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Purp's Press ls furiously ranting off this final bilt of problematical prose so we can get this
publication to press. I know 1t is a bit late but Dennis is not at fault, as his manuscripts
ard assorted plctures arrived Just as Ecurie Purp acguired a Lotus Eleven., This promptly made
all other projects loiter as we immediately commltted the car to run in the Vintage Car Relay
Races at Orange County Raceway on November 16th, We had to sort the car and do a blt of work
to various pleces in order to get at least one day of practice at Willow Springs so the races
wouldn't give us some bilg suprise. All went well and the car ran better than expected. A few
action pictures taken by Tom Tucker, a friend and co-mechanlc, are at the right. I don't know
where the tlme came from to work on the car as Dependable Arts has been very busy and customer
demands are not satisfied by - "but I had to work on the race car'". I think I will try and get
the ear up to SCCA specs and run some schools to get a license and run some regional races in
the Southern California area.
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The Car is not virgin Lotus as the Engine is now a 1300cc Alfa. Also the suspension has been
reworked to include complete Heim Jolnts and adjustable Koni shocks all around. The rear end
we think is an Alfa with inboard discs and sliding spline half shafts. Vheels are Magneslum
by Dolphin mounted with Blue Streaks. But, the frame and outer skin is Lotus and so is its
heart. It drives as expected - on rails with neutrality. We will balance the engine next year
for a couple more thousand revs and show some of the newer competltion some scenes of the
stern of a "vintage" Eleven.

As to the explanation solicited by Dennis in hls opening eplstle, "Ecurle Purp" is the name

for our race oriented Lotus Team which now includes an Elite, Eleven and a Twin Cam Eurcpa.

The name "Purp" was originally only uttered by famlly, in reverence, but has now veered into
common usage. The origin is very clouded and serious so I will not attempt to offer more of

an explanation.

I don't think I left any blank pages and this one is full so Purp wlll get back to more of
the important things, llke working on Elltes, Elevens, Etc.---=--- the pits are now guiet.
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