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MOTOR SPORT

LE MANS 24-HOUR RACE

HE same G.T', and Prototype muddle existed at Le Mans as

at the other Jong-distance races this season, but by i orix_}g

the complicated rules and  regulations. with. which. G.T.

racing-is-becoming-bogged-down-it-was-possible-to.enjoy-l.e-Mans
for once because the sun was shining.

At the start of the race Gendebien in the 4-litre V12 sports
(sorry, Prototype) front-engined Ferrari and Graham Hill in the
4-litre Aston Martin Prototype waged a short duel, with Gendebien
getting the upper hand before long. Third place was disputed
between the three fierce and noisy front-engined 4-litre V8
Maserati coupés and Pedro Rodriguez in a works rear-engined
2.4-litre V6 sports (sorry, Prototype) Ferrari. The Aston took the
lead when the leading Ferrari stopped for Phil Hill to take over, but
Hill broke the lap record at 3 min, §7.3 sec. (126.9 m.p.h.) and
soon regained the lead, Rodriguez getting through to second place
when the Aston stopped for Ginther to take over. Ginther got the
Aston back into second place but was then forced to stop for a
dynamo armature change, which lost it several minutes, and as
darkness fell an internal oil pipe broke, putting the Aston out
for good.

This left the Hill/Gendebien Ferrari in the lead, but the
Rodriguez brothers, driving the V6 very hard, took the lead when-
ever the big Ferrari stopped at its pit. The Bagxetti!Scnrﬁotti V8
rear-engined 2.6-litre sports (sorry, Pmtotyie) errari lay third at
midnight, while the Maseratis which had looked promising early on
had faded away, only the McLaren/Hansgen car still running,
kaving suffered tyre trouble and = slight crash. The Thompson/
Kimberley car had been crashed and the Trintignant/Bianchi car
was withdrawn with dameged rear suspension.

The Rodriguez Ferrari dropped out at 4.30 a.m. on Sunday with
transmission trouble, the car actually being in the lead at the time.
The McLaren/Hansgen Maserati went out with a broken piston,
followed by the Baghetti/Scarfiotti Ferrari, which was then in
second place, with gearbox trouble. This left Hill and Gendebien
quite safely in the lead and the privately-entered G.T.0. Ferraris
of Noblet/Guichet and * Elde *'[* Beurlys ” moved up to second
and third places, while the E-type Jaguars of Lumsden/Sargent
and Cunningham/Salvadori moved up to respectable positions.
The two Lotus Elites of Hobbs/Gardner and Wyllie/Hunt were
going like trains, the former averaging over 100 m.p.h.

The leading car began to sound alightly rough towards the end but with no
opposition the drivers could afford to slow down, going on to win with ease for

errari's sixth win, Gendebien's fourth and Hill's third, The Lumsden/Sargent
!;—r.yre began to suffer gearbox trouble and dropped back to fifth behind the
similar car of Cunningham and Salvadori, while the Hobba/Gardner Elite, which
had sounded superb almost to the end, went off tune with valve trouble, losing
seventh place overall to the Barth/Herrmann Porsche Abarth, but they had the
consolation of winning the Index of Energy category. The only other British
cars to finish were the Lawrence/Shepherd-Barron Morgan, which won its class
and finished 13th overall, and the Harper/Procter Sunbeam Alpine, which

finished 1sth.
Results :
LE MANS 24-HOUR—June 13rd-agth—Very Good Conditions
Grand Prix of Endurance—Clarssification by distance :
Distance in
kilomerres k.ph,

1st : P, Hill{O. Gendebien (Ferrari 4-litre Vu% .- 4,451.255 185,469
and: P, Nob!ct}]. Guichet (Ferrari 250 G.T.0.) ..  4,384.137 18:.673
3rd: ‘ Elde "/ Beurlys " (Ferrari 250 G.T.0.) ..  4,213.875  175.57
4th : B.Cunningham/R. Salvadori (Juguar Ecoupé)  4,166.617 173.609
sth : P. Lumsden/P. arggl (Jaguar Ecoupd) ..  4,163.417  173.476
6th : R. Grossmann/E. berts

i (Ferrari 250 G.T.0.) 3,977.810 166.575

7th : E. Barth/H. Herrmann

(Porsche Carrera Abarth) 3,858.532 160.772

8th : D. Hobbs/F. Gardner (Lotus Elite) i 3,847.066 160.295

9th : E. Hugus/G. Reed (Ferrari 250 G.T.) i 3,779.317 157.472
G. Sale/M. Lucca Lizzano

. (Alfa Romeo GSVZ)  3,774.65 157.278

1xth '1]2 Wryllie/C. Hunt (Lotus Elite) N Lo 3,733.45 155.561

xath ; . Buchet/H. Schiller :

(Porache Carrera Abarth) 3,655.696 152.321
13th : C. Lawrence/R. Shep. Barron (Morgan) .. 3,629.288 151.220
z24th :  C. Dubois/G. Harris ?:\banh Simea) .. .3,603.165 150.132
xsth : P. Proctor(P. Harper (Sunbeam .‘\Bilnl:) .. 3,601.467 150.061
36th : A, Gilhaudin/A. Bertaut (Panhard CD) .+ 3,427.026 142.793
17th : B. Consten/]. Rosinski (R. Bonnet) .. G 3,421.551 142.565
a8th : G. Laureau/P. Armagnac (R. Bonnet) .. 3,396.906 141.528

55 starters — 18 finishers
Index of Performance :

18t : Panhard 702 c.c. (Gilhaudin/Bertaut) ., 2 .. 1.265 index
2nd: Bonnet 706 c.c. (Armagnac/Laurcau) . 7 vie £251 .,
3rd : Lotus Elite 1,216 c.c. (Hobbs/Gardner) b .. L204 ,,
4th : Ferrari 250 G.T.O. (Noblet/Guichet) .. 2% .+ 1.203 ,,

sth : Ferrari 4-litre (Hill/Gendebien) . . N o o X292 4
6th : Lotus Elite (Hunt/Wyllie) - s o= o 1.169

Index of Energy—Fuel consumption, speed and weight :
Index  Litresi100 kms.

»

1st : Lotus Elite 1,216 c.c. (Hobbs/Gardner) .. 1.27 14.4
2nd: Lotus Elite 1,216 c.c. (Hunt/Wyllie) il Y7 14.3
3rd : Panhard 702 c.c. (Gilhaudin/Bertaut) - 1.15 11.4
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Lost time with rear tyre trouble.

Retircd when sth due to burnt piston at 5.13 a.m.

At 3 hr. lay 2nd overall.

Piston

13

Exp.

Coupé

3,944-c.c. V8

B.S.Cunningham  Maserati 151

2 B.McLaren/W. Hansgen

Crashed by Thompson at 9.04 p.m.

At 2 hr. lay 2nd overall, driven by Kimberkey. At 4 hr.

lay 3rd overall.

Crashed

Exp.

Coupé

3,944-c.c. V8

3 W. Kimberley/R. Thompson B.S.Cunningham Maserati 151

Slight contact with bank bent

3,944-c.c. V8 Coupé

Maserati 151

Maserati-France

4 M. Trintignant/L. Bianchi

At 1 hr. lay 4th overall.

Rear suspen-

sion

Tyres wearing abnormally so car

left rear suspension.

retired

Gendebien took lead on lap 2. Thereafter anly lost lead

a.m. due to sus-

ight alarms at 10

sl
picions of clutch or rear axle trouble.

to finish
Parkes put car in

during pit stops.

24 18t

Ferrari 3,967-c.c. Vi2  Open, front engine Exp.

Sefac Ferrari

6 0. Gendebien/P. Hill

Able to go easy

Thereafter it

Withdrawn when last

Never seriously in the running

Mulsanne sandbank.
overheated badly.

Overheating

Ferrani 3,967-c.c. V2 G.T.O. coupé Exp.

Sefac Ferrari

7 M. Parkes/L. Bandini

Engine

G.T.

Coupé

3,781-c.c. 6

Maurice Charles Jaguar E

P. Sargent

8 M. Charles/J. Coundley
9 P. Sargent/P. Lumsden

overtaken in last 10 minutes

of race due to gearbox trouble

Lying 4th at 3 p.m. Sunday,

G.T. 24 sth

Special coupé

3,781-c.c. 6

Jaguar E

AUGUST, 1962
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hour and
ken front

at r4th in first
oy b i

Dela

1

t at 9 a.m. and starter trouble at 1 p.m.

climbing to 3rd by 18th hour.

u/j. on prop.-sha
Never seriously in the running.

Ran very regular race, starting

24 6th

Coupé 250 G.T. G.T.

N.ART Ferran 2,953-c.c. VI2

17 R. Grossmann/E. Roberts

Crashed' by Ryan

Crashed

12

Exp.

Open

2,979-c.c. VI2

Ferrari TR

N.AR.T.

18 J. Fulp/P. Ryan





