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many problems behind him just before the '61 Le. 
Mans race. Bill Allen and I ended up running the 
team of two Elites, being financed by Clive Hunt. 

The 1961 Le Mans was great fun, the two cars 
driven by Clive Hunt and 'Doc' Jessie Wyllie, a 
then very senior management man from Gulf Oil, 
and Bill Allen and Trevor Taylor in the other car. 

I recollect that during the race the Hunt/Wyllie 
car retired with a split petrol tank and the other 
car finished in 12th place and won the 1300 GT 
class category. Although I cannot remember all 
the details of that race I do remember one of the 
noisiest cars - a 750cc twin cam Lotus Elite, 
entered by United Dominions Trust and driven by 
Cliff Allison, unfortunately it did not finish. 

After that event I was determined that Lotus 
would be even more successful. Andrew 
Ferguson the then, and currently now Team 
Manager of Team Lotus, asked me to oversee the 
whole Le Mans operation. Very early in 1962 I 
collected together various car club colleagues 
with specialist skills; timekeepers, lap scorers and 
signallers for the Mulsanne corner. 

We met up many times before the event and 
discussed the possible problems and the various 
requirements. With all this behind the scenes 
activity, I was still in contact with Team Elite and 
Clive Hunt. Cyril Embrey was the Chief Engineer, 
although Ron Dennis had now joined them and 
was the mechanic - incidentally he now is the 
chief mechanic for Mo Nunn's Ensign Formula 
One team. 

Before the 1962 Le Mans event I was 
summand to Torquay by Stan Kennedy 
Chapman, Colin's father; fortunately he liked my 
plans and I remember promising the following 
information throughout the 24 hours race. 

1. Class position of all cars in same class for 
every lap. 

2 .. Lap times of every class car in our class. 
3. Distance behind race leader and class leader 

every lap. 
4. Record of petrol consumed. 
5. Amount of petrol consumed by our main 

rivals (interesting this because I met a super 
looking girl in Le Mans who was to act as inter
preter and spy on competitive teams to suss out 
any information ) -a devious ploy! We did not 
find it worked in reverse I 

6. Telephone liaison with pit signallers at Mul
sanne. 

7. Type of pit signals - every lap, just to keep 
everyone awake. 

8. Recognition lights- we had two fitted per 
car to each driver's door - one car red and the 
other green. 

Just to give you an idea of the events leading 
up to the race:-

Day 1 - Monday- is for sorting things out. 
Day 2 -Tuesday- scrutineering. 
Day 3 -Wednesday- afternoon practice. 
Day 4-Thursday- evening practice. 
Day 5- Friday- rest day- sorting cars. 
Day 6 - Saturday- Race Day. 

At five minutes to 4 o'clock on Saturday after
noon the pits balcony is overflowing and on the 
grid are 55 motor cars. Then at 4pm the drivers 
run across the track and the magic delirious noise 
of engines is heard and the race has begun. 

The circuit is 8.41 miles long and from the 
starting area has named bends in the following 
order - the Esses, Tetre Rouge, Mulsanne, 
Arnage, Indianapolis, White House, and back to 
the start. The Mulsanne straight is a main 
highway and is about 3f miles long. The signal
ler's job is to relay messages by telephone to the 
pits and they stand on a bank on the apex of the 
corner. 

On the Sunday the race goes on and on, the 
crowds return as the finish draws in. The 
chequered flag is out and cars crawl by on a few 
less cylinders. The crowd strain towards the 
horizon as the leading car edges towards the 
finishing line. It takes the flag and the place 
errupts. 

The winners enjoy champagne and the losers 
take their motor cars away to prepare them even 
more thoroughly for the next year. 

Finally, the Le Mans race itself is worth 
reading about and here are some of the 
interesting things about the event. The Le Mans 
24 hour race is probably the most famous car 

race ever run. The first actual 24 hour race was in 
May 1923. The event has bred a unique aura and 
mystique that hooks works teams, privateers, 
personalities, film makers, drivers and spectators 
alike. It was the most popular race in Europe, and 
was better attended than the Derby or English 
Cup Final. To win the event outright means 
prestige as well as the 120,000 franc purse, pro
bably about 200,000 francs now. Le Mans is 
where giants_can crash, and the underdogs can 
be heroes overnight. 

I hope that this personal view of a great event 
has been as enjoyable to read, as the pleasure 
and memories I have recollected in researching 
this story. 
3004 AT. Kenneth Coad 

-17-



MOTOII. SPORT 

LE MANS 24-HOUR RACE 

'IHE same G.T. and Prototype muddle c:.xisted at Le Mans as 
at the ther !on -distance races this season, bu.t by ignorin 

e ~wp ca ~ ~ o ~r - i$ 
racing is bee0ming bogged down it WliB;JOII&ible.to enjoy -Le Man&---1----l 
for once because the sun was shining. 

At the start of the race Gendebien in the 4-litre V12 sports 
(sorry, Prototype) front-engined Ferrari and Graham Hill in the 
4-litre Aston Martin Prototype waged a short duel, with Gendebien 
getting the upper hand before long. Third place was disputed 
between the three fierce and noisy front-engined 4-litre VS 
Maserati coupes and Pedro Rodriguez in a works rear-engined 
2.4-litre V6 sports (sorry, Prototype) Ferrari. The Aston took the 
lead when the leading Ferrari stopped for Phil Hill ro take over, but 
Hill broke the lap record at 3 min. S7·3 sec. (126.9·rn.p.h.) and 
soon regained the lead, Rodriguez getting through to second place 
when the Aston stopped for Ginther to take over. Ginther got the 
Aston back into second place but was then forced to stop for a 
dynamo armature change, which lost it several minutes, and as 
darkness fell an internal oil pipe broke, putting the Aston out 
for good. 

This left the Hill/Gendebien Ferrari in the lead, but the 
Rodriguez brothers, driving the V6 very hard, took the lead when
ever the big Fcnari stopped at its pit. T he Bag}leni{Scatfiotti VS 
rear-cngined 2.6-litre sports (sorry, Prototype) Ferrari lay tll'ird at 
midnight, while the Maseratis which had JooJted promising early on 
had faded away, only the Mcl..arenfHansgen car still running, 
having sutrcred tyee trouble and a slight crash. The Thompson/ 
Kimberley car had been crashed and the Trintignant/Dionchi car 
was withdrawn witll damaged r~ar suspension. 

The Rodriguez Ferrari dropped out at 4.30 a.m. on Sunday with 
transmission trouble, the car actually being in the lead at the time. 
The McLaren/Hamgen Maserati went out with a broken piston, 
followed by the BaghettifScariiotti Ferrari, which was then in 
second place, with gearbox. nouble. T his left Hill and Gendebien 
quite safely in the lead and the privately-entered G .T.O. Fettaris 
of Noblet{Guichet and " Elde "/" Beurlys " moved up to second 
and third places, while the E-rype Jaguars of Lumsden{Sargent 
and. Cunningham/Salvadori moved up to respectable positions. 
The two Lotus Elites of Hobbs/Gardner and Wyllie/Hunt were 
going like trains, the former averaging OVCJ' 100 m.p.h. 

The l ct~ding co.r began to sound olightly rough towo.tda the end but wi th no 
oppooition th~ driven could alford to olow down, gOin¥ on to win witb et e for 
Ferrui'a tixth win, Ocndebitn'a founh and Hill'• third. Tl>e Lumedcn/Sugent 
E-l~r.· begon to tufl'er aearbox trouble and dropped back to 111\h behind the 
simo IU' car of Cunnln~m end StiVIIdori, wliile the Hobbo/Gardner llliie, wh ich 
hmd ·oounded •upe.rb almoll LD the end, Wo<~ll off tunc with vlllve trouble, loolng 
&<.venih pla<:e ovenll to the Dorth}Hemnann Ponche Abuth , but they hod tho 
ccnoolotlon or winning the lndox of Bn•l'lll' catoaory. The only othc.r Brltloh 
com to flnioh were the Lawrcnce/Shephcrd· Barron Moraan, which won ils claos 
and finished 13th overall, and the Harper}Procter Sunbeam Alpine, which 
finished 15th. 

Reoultl: 
LE MANS :I.C·BOU R-Jwoo 13rd-2.4th-Very Good Con dlllo:n.o 

Grand Prix of Bnduranc..,:Ciauification by diotance : 

I•t : 
2nd: 
3rd: 
4th: 
sth: 
6th: 

P. H ill/0. Ge':'d~bl<n (Ferrari 4·litre V12) . . 
P . ·Nobletj J . Gutoh~t (Ferraro :ISO O.T.O.) . . 
" l!lde "{, ' Beuriy~" CPerrui 250 G.T.O.) . • 
B. Cunn nghom/R. Solva<lori CJ•J!U•r Ecoupe) 
P. Lumlden/P. Sarscnt (Jaguar E co\lpt) , . 
R. Orc .. monn/8 . Robc:tt• 

. (Ferrari 250 G.T.O.) 
7th : E. Barth/H. Herrmann 

8th: 
9th: 

10th: 

(Poroche Carrera Abarth) 
D. Hobbs/F. Gardner (Lotus Elite) 
E. Hugus/G. Reed (Ferrari 250 G.T.) 
G. Sala/M. Lucca Lizzano 

(Alfa Romeo GSVZ) 
nth : J. Wyllie/C. Hunt (Lotus Elite) 
~2th : R. Buchet/H. Schiller 

(Porsche Carrera Abarth) 
C. Lawrence/R. She,~> . llorron (Morgan) . • 
C. Dubois/G. Harri• (AbMth Simco) • . 
P. Proctor/l'. Houpcr (Sunbeam Alpine) .. 
A. Gilhoudin /A. Bertout(Panhud CD) .. 
B. CooutaniJ . Rosiruki (R.. Bonnet) .. 
G. Laureau/P. Armognac (R . Bonnet) 

55 starters - 18 finisherl 

Index of Performance : 
nt : Pan hard 702 c.c. (Gilhaudin/Bertaut) 
2nd: Bonnet 7o6 c.c. (Armagnac/Laureau) .. 
3rd: Lotus Elite 1,216 c.c. (Hobbs/Gardner) 
4th : Ferrari 250 G.T.O. (Noblet/Guichet) . , 
5th : Ferrari 4-litre (Hill/Gendebien) .. 
6th : Lotus Elite (Hunt/Wyllie) 

D i11a1JU fu 
lri/~11' .. 
4,4$l.2$S 
4,)84.137 
4,213.87s 
4, 166.61.7 
4,163.417 

3.977.810 

3,858.532 
3.847.o66 
3. 779·317 

3.774.655 
3.733·458 

3,655.696 
3,629.288 

. 3,603.165 
3,601.467 
3,427.026 
3,421.551 
3.396.9o6 

166.575 

160.772 
160.295 
157·472 

157.278 
155·561 

152.321 
151.220 
150.132 
150.o61 
142.793 
142.565 
141.528 

1.265 index 
1.251 
1.204 
1.203 
1.192 
1.169 

Index or EnerKY-Fuel consumption, speed and 

ut : Lotus Elite 1,216 c.c. (Hobbs/Gardner) 
2nd: Lotus Elite 1,216 c.c. (Hunt/Wyllie) 
3rd : Panhard 702 c.c. (Gilhaudin/Bertaut) 

weight : 
l11dcx 
1.27 
I.t7 
1.15 

Lilresltoo kms. 
14.4 
14·3 
11.4 
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